
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Eid Unity Festival 
 
  
Your Project Title: Cleveland Eid Unity Festival 

Your Project Summary: Our goal is to provide a one of a kind and uniting event for all faiths in Cleveland, 

Ohio in recognition of the Islamic Eid-Al-Fitr celebration together. Although this event will be hosted in honor 

of the Islamic holiday, we also aim to create a public platform of entertainment and fun for residents all 

across Ohio to enjoy! 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - the applicant presents evidence of a diverse team and a fresh 

approach to cultural vibrancy for the community, however I would have liked to have seen more information 

about the specific activities planned and who would be doing them. Organizational Capacity - the applicant 

provides some evidence of organizational capacity; however I would have liked to have seen more event 

specifics - such as planning and implementation timeline and a schedule of events. Public Benefit - the 

applicant provides evidence that it knows the community it wants to serve; is working to build meaningful 

experiences; and is viewed as an inviting partner in the community. I would have liked to have seen more 

evidence of how the community is involved in the design of the project, the selection of specific project 

activities and in the implementation of the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Cleveland Eid Unity festival somewhat meets the funding 

criteria through their proposal of this festival. They do not show clearly the public benefit of this project as 

it meaningfully engages the community. Needed more details on skills and qualifications of who is involved 

in this project/festival. Could have used more explanation of what LAUNCH GOOD CAMPAIGN FOR 

MUSLIMS means. There was no signature on the assurance section. The free nature of this unique event 

makes it accessible and inviting to their community and open to the public who can’t afford it (large families). 

They do not include concrete goals other than continuing this event in years to come as well as increased 

knowledge and understanding of their purpose and intention. Need some concrete metrics in terms perhaps 

of number of attendees or sponsorships. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The project is aimed at uniting all faiths, this is a great 

example of public benefit and the applicant displays a willingness to build a relationship within the 

community. I am however concerned about the applicants slight oversight to the response of grant funds 

which prohibits scholarships, which the applicant listed in their budget "scholarship for poetry slam". The 

project presents some uncertainty around resources for organizational capacity for this the project, which 

encompasses the attendance of 2,000 participants. To strengthen the proposal the applicant could present 

their proposal with support from volunteers and local collaborations with partners slated to participate in the 

project. I appreciate the applicant promoting peace and fostering dialogue to diminish prejudice. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: With an emphasis on public benefit this proposal somewhat meets the funding criteria. Public 

Benefit: Eid-Al-Fitr would be a wonderful occasion to break fast with and unite the various religious, spiritual 

and allied communities of Cleveland. The programming as described would be accessible and inviting to 

the organization's community and open to the public and would build meaningful relationships with residents 

of various faith and maybe even agnostic public. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The organization's intention 

is to inspire its community and the broader public to think creatively and differently about how to cultivate 

peace through openness and exchange of information. More detail about which arts and culture partners 

were on board and qualified to help complete the project or which types of art, cultural or heritage 

presentations of the faith communities mentioned were being considered for the festival would have 

increased the artistic and cultural vibrancy of the proposal. Organizational Capacity: The project budget for 

the Cleveland Eid Unity Festival is $35,000 which is 473% of the organization's total budget of $7,406; 

1,400% of its arts and culture budget of $2,500. The CAC ask of $5,000 is only 14% of the project budget. 

As outlined in the project finances, it is unclear if the organization has set a budget that is realistic for the 

project. Has the organization produced an event of this magnitude previously? Will faith/spiritual based 

community partners be providing financial support or in-kind donations for the event? The organization 

seems to have a plan for reaching the match requirement but with no clear projections it was difficult to 

determine how the organization would make its financial and therefore programmatic and public benefit 

goals. This is an ambitious undertaking and Inshallah the Cleveland Eid Unity Festival will succeed with its 

goals. However, without clear details regarding the organization's capacity financially I could not vote "Yes" 

that the proposal met the funding criteria. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Project has immense potential to inspire and challenge community, and urge people to think 

differently and creatively. Organization's definition of community served is unclear (Muslims across the 

U.S.? People of all faiths in Cleveland? Residents all across Ohio? - all are mentioned as potential 

communities served in question 1). That said, project does seek to build meaningful relationship with 

community partners. The project will be accessible and open to the public. Artistic and cultural vibrancy is 

present in that a diverse array of arts and cultural components will be incorporated. Process of reflection 

unclear. Organizational capacity is not as clear either - three individuals listed as involved in the project, no 

mention of arts and cultural professionals or volunteer or community partners. Plan for expenditures is 

vague, would have liked to see more detail on specific costs of each item and what each item will entail. 

Plan for matching the funds is also vague and more detail would have been appreciated. 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

